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Chalkboard: Parents and 
Teachers Together 

by Donna Potter, 1998 Hearst 
Award Winner 


Effective Schools: What makes a 
public school work well? 


10 Reward For Excellence: A Blue 
Ribbon school 
by Joan Kuersten 


Lunch with Lois: 102nd National 
PTA Convention 


Safe Halloween Thrills 
by Joan Kuersten 


What Makes an Outstanding PTA? 
Adapting creatively to change 
by Joan Kuersten 


Introducing Children First Plus 
by Melissa Henderson 


National PTAs 102nd Convention 
a Huge Hit: A pictorial look at the 
PTAs annual convention 

by Patricia Sullivan 


FLASH! How to get families 
involved in learning 

by Joan Kuersten 

Big Help Gets Big Hand in Chicago 
by Patricia Sullivan 

Supporting Student Learning: 

A high school study center meets 
student needs 

by Joan Kuersten 


Improving Parent Involvement: 
The National Standards for 
Parent/Family Involvement 
Programs 

by Patricia Sullivan 


OurPTA on Advocacy: 

The Power of Positive PR 

by Jennifer Brown 

Come One, Come All: Who's eligible 
for PTA membership? Anyone who 
wants to be 

by Thomas L. Joseph 


28 PTA Profile-Meet Dean Jardee 


The National PTA TEAM Awards 
by Patricia Sullivan 


National PTA Board of Directors 


Learning a Second Language: 
What parents need to know 
by Kathleen M. Marcos 


America Goes Back To School 

by Richard W. Riley 

The Best Start: Selecting a 
preschool program for your 
children is a great way to set 

them on the right course 

by Libby Kimball, Patricia Lindauer 
and Garth Petrie 


October 1998 
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Chalkboard: Fast and Slow Alike 
by Alisa Kulak 


Violent Kids: What's really behind 

the rash of violence committed in 

schools? 

by Patricia Sullivan 

10 When Kids Hurt: The 
Washington State PTA takes 
action to stem youth violence 
by Joan Kuersten 


Lunch with Lois: Shirley R. Watkins 
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Helping Hands: A PTA reaches out 
by Joan Kuersten 

National PTA TEAM Award 
Winners for 1998 

by Patricia Sullivan 


Keeping PTA Members 
by Thomas L. Joseph 
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Virgin Islands Joins National PTA 
by Antoinette Tuscano 


OurPTA on Advocacy: 


22 Success for All: New “whole- 
school reform” programs strive to 
make the extraordinary ordinary 
by Robert E. Slavin 


3 A PTAs Advocacy in the School 
and Community 
by Susan Kushner 


New PTA Ideas Every Day—Online 
by Melissa Henderson 


Every Child Counts: Students learn 
while playing math games 

by Joan Kuersten 

Running a PTA: Principals as Partners 
by Patricia Sullivan 

Controlling Pesticides in Schools: 
Maryland PTA advocates for land- 
mark pesticide law 

by Carolyn Roeding 

Treasured Friends: A PTA sings the 
praises of grandparents 

by Joan Kuersten 

May We Help You?: The National 
PTAs customer service department 
by Patricia Sullivan 

FEN/PTA Internet Summit 

by Diana Bohmer 


National PTA State Offices 


Drive-through Lives: Is too much 
planned activity cheating our chil- 
dren of childhood? 

by Patricia Sullivan 


Beyond Test Scores: How can 
parents judge school quality? 

by Ron Dietel 

Foster Families: A critical bridge on 
the path to permanence 

by Susan E. Herzog 
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Chalkboard: The Values of 
Performance 
by Dan Montgomery 


Child Care: A National Dilemma 
by Donna Hinkle 


Lunch with Lois: Anne L. Bryant 


Looking Good: A PTA proves school 
beautification is more than skin-deep 
by Joan Kuersten 


Investing in Health: A PTA and its 
business partner work for kids’ 
well-being 

by Joan Kuersten 


Running a PTA: Second in a Series: 
Committees 

by Patricia Sullivan 

Mastering Community 
Involvement: Experts add life 
experiences to community involve- 
ment program 

by Mary Munday 


21 


”? 


Please Recommend Nominees for Office 


Great Membership Recruiting 
Efforts: Score TEAM Awards 
by Patricia Sullivan 


Building PTA Membership 

by Michelle Byrnes 

OurPTA on Advocacy: Renewing 
America’s Commitment to Education: 
Congress reexamines ESEA 

by Susan Kushner 


26 PTA Members Testify on ESEA 
by Susan Kushner 


“See You After the Game”: Parties 
bridge the generations at a Kansas 
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by Joan Kuersten 


Two, Four, Six, Eight, Who Do We 
Appreciate—Teachers! 

by Joan Kuersten 

More PTA Ideas—Online! Good 
ideas from PTA websites 

by Melissa Henderson 

PTA Profile-Meet Kevin Gest 


School Emergencies: What every 
family should know 

by Shulamit Lewin 

The Best Policy: Are honest people 
an endangered species? 

by Margaret Sagarese and 
Charlene C. Giannetti 


The Arts Are Us: Why arts educa- 
tion matters 
by Joan Kuersten 
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The National PTA: Doing More For 
All Children 


The Power of Parents: Parent 
involvement is the century-old 
foundation of the National PTA 
by Douglas Seibold 


Lunch with Lois: William E. Milliken 


Be a Winner: You can’t win a National 
PTA Award if you don't apply 


National PTA Resources Online 
by Melissa Henderson 

Advocates All: Fulfilling the PTA 
mission 

by Joan Kuersten 


And the Survey Says: More health 
programs wanted in schools 
by Antoinette Tuscano 
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Giving All Children a Chance— 
Title I in transition 

by Susan Kushner and Carolyn Henrich 


Running a PTA: Third in a Series: 
Planning and Presenting Programs 
by Patricia Sullivan 


OurPTA in Action 


Arts Education—The Next Step 
by Jane Wood 


Healthy Children Make Successful 
Students: Understanding compre- 
hensive school health programs 

by Susan Francis 

Taking Charge of Your TV: Getting a 
grip on our most influential medium 
by Victoria Duran 


Children in Transit: How continuity 
leads preschoolers to success 
by Michael H. Brown 
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As We Live and Breathe: Working 
for a safer environment 

by Edward Stermer 

Perspectives on Education: Clearing 
the muddy waters of public educa- 
tion issues 

by Patricia Sullivan 


Parents Helping Teachers: Student 
teachers learn the value of parent 
involvement 

by Patricia Sullivan 


Safe and Secure—Online: Working 
to make the Internet a better place 
for children 

by Gabriella Hayes 

Urban Affairs: The fate of our city’s 
public schools affects us all 

by Michael H. Brown 


February 1999 


5 


Chalkboard: Are You Happy? 
by George S. Morrison 

Charter Schools: What Do They 
Mean for Public Education? 


8 A Report from the U.S. 
Department of Education 


The National PTA on Charter 
Schools 


Equal Education for All? 
Massachusetts charter schools 
are assailed for excluding the 
disabled 

by Rob Jennings 

Rhetoric vs. Reality: New find- 
ings from an intensive study of 
charter school reform in 
California 

by Amy Stuart Wells and 
Research Associates, UCLA 
Charter School Study 


Lunch with Lois: Leslie Moonves 


Founders Day: Celebrating this 
annual PTA event 
by Patricia Sullivan 


In for the Long Haul: 

Membership is a year-long effort 
by Diana Virijevich 

Buddying Up: A local PTA in North 
Carolina reaches out to its diverse 
school population 

by Joan Kuersten 


A Seuss-full Day of Reading: A local 
PTA in Missouri celebrates Read 
Across America 

by Joan Kuersten 

Running a PTA: Fourth in a Series: 


When Sparks Fly 
by Patricia Sullivan 


Meet and Greet: Don’t miss the 
103rd National PTA Annual 
Convention and Exhibition 

by Vicki Loise 

Moms and Dads Count: PTA 
experience an asset in school board 
election 

by Joan Kuersten 


OurPTA on Advocacy: 
Vouchers—The debate rages on 
by Antoinette Tuscano 


The Dream Keepers: A local PTA in 
Pennsylvania brings the dream of 
an arboretum to life 

by Cathie Petrini 
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Family-Friendly Communities: 
Ten steps parents can take to make 
a better world for families 


Taking the Next Step: 
Incorporating online information 
into your PTA materials 

by Melissa Henderson 


The First Americans: Many schools 
still have a long way to go when it 
comes to respecting Native 
American cultures 

by Sandy Sunderland 


More Chills Than Thrills: 
Protecting children from frighten- 
ing mass media 

by Joanne Cantor 


Crash and Burn: Motor vehicle 
accidents are still the biggest threat 
to teens’ health 

by Phil Berardelli 


March 1999 


Chalkboard: The Search for Balance 
by Mary Beth Blegen 


Healthy Young Minds: Rx for chil- 
dren’s emotional and mental health 
by Joan Kuersten 


Social and Emotional Smarts: 
Key skills in social and emo- 
tional learning 

Warning Signs: Could your 
child have emotional problems? 
Resources for Children’s 
Emotional Health 


Lunch with Lois: Eleanor Holmes 
Norton 

Tackling Tough Topics: In Georgia, a 
PTSA takes on HIV and teen pregnancy 
by Joan Kuersten 


Standard Bearers: The National 
Standards for Parent/Family 
Involvement are making a differ- 
ence across the country 

by Lorenza DiNatale 


Providing Kids With a Future: A 
PTA in Vermont addresses violence 
before it’s a problem 

by Joan Kuersten 


Breaking New Ground: Spring 
forward online 
by Melissa Henderson 


Supporting the Arts: PTA leaders 
can do a lot to advocate for arts 
programs 


How Does a Garden Grow?: 
With a PTA’ tender loving care 
by Joan Kuersten 


Call to Action for Clean Land, Air, 
and Water: Celebrate National PTAs 
1999 Earth Week 

by Robert Jessup 


OurPTA on Advocacy: The Funding 
Fight—As Congress begins its lat- 
est round of legislative wrangling, 
education advocates fight for the 
funds necessary to improve our 
public schools 

by Douglas Seibold and Carolyn 
Henrich 


Running a PTA: Fifth in a Series: 
Having It All—Organization and 
time management skills 

by Patricia Sullivan 


Art Affects: Parents rally for an arts 
program at a Louisiana school 
by Joan Kuersten 
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Toot Your Own Horn: Be recognized 
for your PTA efforts—apply for a 
TEAM Award 

by Michelle Byrnes 

Kids and Fitness: Too many kids 
today are fatter than they are fit 

by Deedee Corradini 

Great Expectations: What's the best 
way for parents to help children be 
their best? 

by Patricia Sullivan 


Words to Parent By: Everyday phras- 
es you can use to instill confidence, 
self-respect, and thoughtfulness in 
your child 

by Vera Lane and Dorothy Molyneaux 


April 1999 


Chalkboard: Underestimating 
Young Children 
by Norman M. Weinberger 


The Kids Are All Right: Teens today 
are getting a bad rap 
by Douglas Seibold 


10 Take the LEAP: Want to find out 
what's happening with kids 
today? Learn new ways to com- 
municate with them 
by Joan Kuersten 


Lunch with Lois: John Merrow 


Partners in Reading: Meeting the 
people behind the children’s books 
at a PTA-sponsored fair 

by Joan Kuersten 


School Transitions: First in a Series: 
From Preschool to Kindergarten 
by Patricia Sullivan 


PTA Art Expo: Wouldn't it be great 
if...the Reflections Exhibit traveled 
to your community? 

by Joan Kuersten 


Screening Hate: Is the Internet 
bringing hate messages into your 
home? 

by Caryl Stern-LaRosa 


Y2K and PTA: How the move to the 

year 2000 may affect your PTA 

by Melissa Henderson and Mitchell 

Gibbs 
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Running a PTA: Sixth in a Series: 

The Joy of Audits 

by Patricia Sullivan 

Helping Parents Compute: A 

District PTA offers computer train- 

ing to its parents 

by Joan Kuersten 


24 Follow the Money: Learning 
more about grants 


Passing the Torch: Follow procedure 
for smooth PTA membership tran- 
sition 

by Michelle R. Byrnes 

OurPTA on Advocacy: Rebuilding 


Public Schools: The new century—~* 


and its new technology—calls for 
improved school buildings 
by Robert Canavan 


28 QZAB: What it is, how it works 
29 What Can PTAs Do? 

Good Citizens: Recognizing two 
other “R’s in school—respect and 
responsibility 

by Joan Kuersten 


Common End, Divided Means: 
Bilingual education in America 

by Patricia Sullivan 

Dollars and Sense: 18 ways to teach 


children the value of money 
by Paul Richard 


The Power of Parent Partnership: 
Setting a high standard for parent 
involvement projects will boost stu- 
dent achievement 

by Anne T. Henderson, Karen Jones, 
and Beverly Raimondo 


May 1999 


National PTA Legislative Conference 


Chalkboard: What Makes A Good 
Teacher? 
by Richard A. Traina 


Sugar and Spice vs. Snips and 

Snails: There’s a lot more to under- 

standing the differences between 
irls and boys 

by Patricia Sullivan 


10 Science Mavens: Grant helps 
irls explore the sciences 
ry Joan Kuersten 


Lunch with Lois: Bill Cosby 


Kiss Sales Goodbye: A Tennessee 
PTAs donation program replaces 
traditional fund-raisers 

by Joan Kuersten 


Setting Up a PTA Website: The Ohio 
PTA provides a good example of 
how PTAs can get online 

by Melissa Henderson 
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Educate and Celebrate: An Alabama 
PTA pulls out all the stops in cele- 
bration of its schools 

by Joan Kuersten 


A PTA Calendar: Planning your PTA 
membership year 
by Lori Williams 


Running a PTA: Seventh in a Series: 
Changing of the Guard 
by Patricia Sullivan 


OurPTA on Advocacy: Children’s 
Health Insurance: The Year Ahead 


Students at the State Capitol: A PTA 
council in Virginia provides stu- 
dents with an opportunity to meet 
state lawmakers 

by Kathleen Calvert 


Science Takes a Front Seat: A PTA in 
Connecticut sponsors a Science Day 
at its school 

by Joan Kuersten 


National PTA Elections: Nominees 
for national officers and region 
directors, and information on new 
bylaws amendments and resolutions 


School Transitions: Second in a 
Series: Moving to the Middle— 
From elementary to middle school 
by Patricia Sullivan 


In Memoriam: PTA mourns the loss 
of two pioneering presidents 


Water, Water Everywhere: Our 
groundwater resources are crucial 
to good health 

by Robert Jessup 


Lost Boys: Why our sons turn vio- 
lent and how we can save them 
by James Garbarino 


School Nurses: New challenges con- 
front these traditional caregivers 
by Joan Authenrieth 
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Common Ground: The survival of 
democracy requires that our public 
schools remain stron 

by Anne Wescott Dodd and Jean L. 
Konzal 


June/July 1999 


Chalkboard: Contending With 
Distraction 
by Perry Oldham 


Urban Public Schools: On the Long 
Road to Success 
by Michael Casserly 


10 PTAs in the City: 
The National PTAs Urban 
Initiative is Bringing PTAs 
Back to Many Major Cities 
by Michael H. Brown 


Lunch with Lois: Pamela Grotz 


Connecting Learning and Earning: 

A region PTA in Louisiana uses grant 
funds to promote school-to-wor 

by Joan Kuersten 


The Standards At Center Stage: 

A Texas educator uses the National 
Standards for Parent/Family 
Involvement Programs as a text in a 
teacher education class 

by Joan Kuersten 


A Membership Success Story: 
Service plus visibility add up to 
membership increases for Nevada 
PTA 

by Joan Kuersten 


Beyond the Primary Years: 

In middle and high schools, parent 
involvement declines, but keeping it 
strong benefits both parents and 
students 

by Lorenza DiNatale 


Unleaded Kids: 

Reducing children’s exposure to 
lead and pesticide hazards 

by Robert Jessup 

Endowing Our Future: 

The National PTA Endowment Fund 
provides crucial support and security 
by Antoinette Tuscano 


Beating Summer Thirst: 

Proper hydration for kids means 
not waiting 

by Sylvia E. Swanson 

Learning to Lead: 

A PTA in Missouri recruits students 
for its board of directors 

by Charlotte Melson 


Strength Through Diversity: 
Building PTA membership through 
inclusiveness 

by Lori D. Williams 


Running a PTA: Get In Training 

by Patricia Sullivan 

OurPTA on Advocacy: The Reading 
Excellence Program 


School Transitions: Middle School 
to High School 

by Patricia Sullivan 

Violence, Kids, Crisis: 

What You Can Do 

10 Things Parents Can Do 

Being Prepared: Developing 

a violence prevention and crisis 
response plan 

Speaking Out When Crisis Strikes: 
Dealing with the public and the 
media 





